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A Winter Welcome from North City 
In celebration of the approaching Winter Solstice, many seasonal holidays, and our upcoming break 
from school, North City Kindergarten invites families to join our Solstice Sing-Along assembly! 
  

Friday, December 20, 1:00-1:30 pm 
Please join us to sing seasonal songs that your children are learning here at school 
and jingle your way into Winter Break! 
 
If you have a projector that shines snowflakes or other non-denominational seasonal 
images on the wall, we’d love to borrow it to create a festive atmosphere for our 

assembly. And if you’re able to arrive at 12:30 to set up, please let Rachel in the front office know. 
 
We’re also hosting two other events for families to connect with the community:  
Family Potluck December 11 
All North City families and their students are invited to join us for a family 
potluck on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 5:30- 7:00 pm in the North City cafeteria. 
Please bring food or drink to share if you can. If you’re unable to bring 
something, please come anyway! The school will provide plates, cups, napkins, 
and eating utensils.  
Questions? Please contact Family Advocate Corinna Donnerberg at 206-393-
1397 or corinna.donnerberg@shorelineschools.org. 
Coffee Hour December 18 
All North City parents and guardians are invited to a coffee hour 8:20-9:20 
am on Wednesday, Dec. 18, in the cafeteria. Coffee and pastries will be 
served, and small children are welcome. Come to visit with other parents 
as well as principal Dr. Cabrera and family advocate Corinna Donnerberg, 
and hear the latest North City news. We look forward to seeing you here! 
  

Upcoming Early Release & Holidays 
Early Release Wednesdays  
1:20 pm dismissal 
Dec. 4 
Dec. 11 
Dec. 18 

No School 
Dec. 23 – Jan. 3 (Winter Break) 
Monday, Jan. 20 (MLK Jr. Day) 
Friday, Jan. 31 (Staff work day) 

Jan. 8 
Jan. 15 

Full Days (no early release) 
Wednesday, Jan. 22 
Jan. 29 
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Winter Break care is available through the Shoreline Children’s Center for December 26, 27, 30, 
and Jan 2 and 3. Cost is $52/day for elementary-aged students, and care is at Meridian Park 
Elementary School. If you’re interested in registering your student for any of these days, you can 
pick up a form in our office or at the Edwin Pratt Early Learning Center. Limited space is available, 
and registration is due by December 6. 
 

Transportation Safety and Dismissal Procedures 
 
DISMISSAL REMINDER AND BUS PROCEDURE CHANGE 
If you need to change your child’s dismissal method for one day (such as picking up instead of riding the bus 
or going to extended care), please notify the office at least one hour before dismissal. Email 
nc.attendance@shorelineschools.org. 
 
If your child needs to change the days that he or she rides the bus home, this now must be approved by the 
transportation department. The following is a message from the district’s transportation department regarding 
changes to riding the bus:  
Per Shoreline School District Transportation procedures, any and all changes to the structure of your 
students busing needs must be approved by the Transportation Department. 
I am sorry we are unable to accommodate day-to-day changes for students. 
Any requests for ongoing changes to the busing plan for a student need to be requested by the 
parent/guardian by completing a Transportation Request Form, and we need three (3) days to confirm and 
make the change to the route. Transportation department staff will notify the parent/guardian when the 
change is effective. 

- Mary Sherman, Transportation Director 
 
CAR SEAT PLACEMENT—SAFETY ALERT 
We’ve noticed that many families have their child’s car seat on the driver’s side of the car. While this may be 
convenient, it is dangerous to have parents and children exiting on that side, where buses pass by.  If you 
pick up or drop off in the car lane and are able to, please install your child’s car seat on the passenger side. 
 
FACULTY PARKING LOT REQUEST 
When dropping off students, please do not park behind staff vehicles in the faculty parking lot (near the 
school’s main office). Staff do have off-site meetings at unexpected times, and emergencies do arise--so 
having these cars blocked is a safety hazard. 
 
BUS SAFETY 101 
The school bus has a clear set of rules we’ve communicated to your students, and it would help to 
remind bus riders of these at home as well. 
1. Students are expected to stay seated until they reach their final destination. Students should 

not be in the aisles, standing up, switching seats, or blocking the aisles with their 
legs/feet/arms. 

2. Students are expected to listen to bus driver directions and comply quickly when redirected 
3. Students are expected to keep their hands/feet to themselves 
4. Students are expected to be kind, respectful, responsible, and safe on the bus 
5. Students are expected to keep their voice levels at a 2 or 3 while on the bus 
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Housekeeping Matters 
 
LOST AND FOUND LABELING 
With the weather cooling down and more coats, hats, and gloves coming to school, we’d like to 
make sure they get back home as well! Please remember to label your student’s clothing with their 
first name and last initial. 
 
PLANNED ABSENCES OF FIVE OR MORE DAYS 
While we discourage lengthy absences that detract from your child’s academic and social growth in 
kindergarten, if you do plan to remove your child from school for five or more school days, please 
download and complete this pre-arranged absence form, and then return it to the main office or to 
your child’s teacher. We will assess what impact this may have on your child’s learning and 
determine how many days will be excused. 
 
LUNCH MENU CHANGES IN DECEMBER  
New lunch menu items that include meat started this week. We have added some new lunch menu 
items that include: Mandarin Orange Chicken over Brown Rice, BBQ Chicken Drumsticks with 
Whole Grain Garlic Breadstick, and Homemade Turkey Gravy over Mashed Potatoes with Whole 
Wheat Dinner Roll. Vegetarian Protein Packs will continue to be offered daily. Check out all the new 
changes by visiting the Nutrition Services Menu webpage at 
https://www.shorelineschools.org/menus and click on menus listed under “North City Kindergarten.”  
 
HI CAP TESTING DATES 
All students will be screened for HiCap on December 6 or 13 (makeup date is December 20).  
Students do not need to prepare for the testing, but we do encourage a good night’s rest and avoid 
planned absences on the day the teacher has set aside for testing. Results will be mailed home to 
families via U.S. mail using the address on file with Shoreline on January 17, 2020. 
 

Holidays and Equity at North City Kindergarten 
 
Shoreline has made a commitment to pursuing equity in our district, with a focus on racial equity. 
This means that each school is reviewing and reflecting on our policies and practices and actively 
working to increase inclusion, understanding, and fairness. Because our school is diverse, and 
families celebrate a variety of different holidays in the month of December as well as throughout the 
year, North City’s equity team wanted to share information and answer questions we’ve received 
about holiday celebrations at our school.  
 
Will North City Kindergarten be celebrating Hanukkah, Christmas, Kwanzaa, Solstice, or 
other winter holidays? 
At North City, we acknowledge and learn about the many different holidays in December and 
throughout the year. This might include reading a book or doing an art/craft activity connected to a 
particular holiday, or learning about how different families celebrate special days. What this looks 
like may vary from classroom to classroom, as teachers create a learning environment that is 
reflective of their students.  
 
May my child bring holiday gifts for teachers? 
Yes, you may, but it is not expected. 
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May my child bring holiday gifts for friends? 
This varies from class to class. Please communicate with your child’s teacher regarding the 
classroom policy on gifts. 
 
How can I help my child learn about other holidays and traditions? 
There are many multicultural events going on this season. Shoreline posts most city events on 
www.shorelineschools.org under the upcoming events portion of the page. In addition, we have a 
few Facebook groups that post upcoming events for both families and adults. You can also follow 
the Shoreline equity page for more information and updates about community events. 
https://www.facebook.com/ssdequity/ 
https://www.shorelineschools.org/Page/1951 
 
Is there an opportunity to share our family’s holiday traditions with my child’s class? 
North City is dedicated to learning more about the traditions and cultures of our families. If you 
would like to share your family’s holiday traditions with your child’s class, please contact the teacher 
directly to work out a time and plan.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us, and we’d be happy to talk 
more with you.  
 
Thank you,  
Matt Law, North City Equity Lead 
matt.law@shorelineschools.org 

 
From Ms. Q, Librarian 
 
Hello Families, 
 
We spent November diving into texts, learning more about the books in our library, retelling stories, 
and creating. This December we will focus on two main areas of the library: Biographies and 
Folk/Fairy tales.  In December, your child will bring home two books as usual each library day; 
students will have those books at home the entirety of Winter Break as well. During the break, I 
encourage you to keep those books in a safe place when they are not being read (even in their 
bag!) at home so they are easy to find when we return to school in January.   
 
Many students have been excited by our nonfiction section of texts (especially animals)! While I 
know after one or two readings you may have learned all you wanted to about a certain animal, 
capitalize on your child’s interest in these animals by: 

• finding more texts about these animals or starring these animals at the public library 
• doing some online research, perhaps utilizing KCLS online resources with your library card 

access 
• creating your own book (of diagrams and habitats) about what you have learned about this 

animal 
 
If you are looking for resources of books for your or others home collection this winter, I highly 
recommend your local bookstores (Third Place and Phinney Books are my favorites).   
Here are a few book lists I highly recommend: 
Books for Diversity: https://www.booksfordiversity.com/  
The American Library Association best of list: http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists/ncb 
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The School Library Journal Best of list: 
https://www.slj.com/?subpage=Reviews%2B,Best%20Of,Best%20Books 
 
Jennifer Quisenberry 
North City Kindergarten 
Teacher-Librarian 
 

Holiday Baskets Donation Drive 
“Holiday Baskets” Food, Toys, & Teen Gifts is the 
combined efforts of the Shoreline PTA Council, 
Shoreline Fire Department, Hopelink, Rotary 
Club of Lake Forest Park, the City of Shoreline, 
and Dale Turner Family YMCA to provide holiday 
food and gift support to Shoreline School District 

families in circumstances that make it challenging to provide either for their children.  
The Holiday Baskets program typically supports around 500 families. The Shoreline PTA Council 
coordinates a food drive and collection of teen gift cards throughout all of the Shoreline Schools. 
Toys are collected at various locations in the community. 
  
How can you help? 
Donate! 

• Canned soup is being collected here at North City through December 13. 
• Monetary donations are greatly appreciated and are used to support all Council programs, 

including the food drive and teen gift collection. More information is available at 
shorelinepta.org 

• Teen gift cards are accepted at all Shoreline schools. Most-wanted cards are: Target, 
Amazon, Fred Meyer, Barnes & Noble, Regal or AMC Cinemas, TJ Maxx/Marshalls, 
JCPenney, Macy’s, Old Navy/GAP, Game Stop, Best Buy, Walmart, H&M. 

 
Volunteer! 
Volunteers are needed to set up and distribute items to families and to serve as gift room “shopper” 
guides, hallway monitors, and cleanup crew. Most shifts are adults only. The distribution to families 
is done in strict confidence. Sign up at shorelinepta.org 
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SHORELINE PUBLIC SCHOOLS’ PROCEDURES 
FOR EMERGENCY SCHEDULE CHANGES 
In the event of a school delay or cancellation, families will be contacted by phone and/or email using the district’s 
mass notification system. Please ensure that your contact information is up to date at your student’s school. 
You may find school delay/cancellation announcements on local television and radio stations, 
by calling our information line at 206.393.6111 or online at: www.shorelineschools.org, 
www.facebook.com/shorelineschools, or www.twitter.com/shorelinek12.  
  
THE FOLLOWING OPTIONS MAY BE USED FOR EMERGENCY CONDITIONS: 
1. SHORELINE SCHOOLS ARE CLOSED 

a. All schools will be closed for the day. All meetings, field trips, after-school activities, etc. will be canceled 
for the day. 

2. SHORELINE SCHOOLS OPEN - 2 HOURS LATE - BUSES OPERATING ON REGULAR or SNOW ROUTES 

a. All zero period secondary classes will be canceled. 

b. K-12 and Head Start classes will begin 2 HOURS LATE. 

c. AM Early Childhood Program, STEP Preschool, and out-of-district transportation will be CANCELED. 

d. PM Early Childhood will begin at REGULAR TIMES. 

e. When schools open 2 hours late, the Shoreline Children’s Center and Extended Day sites will open 2 
hours late, at 8:30 a.m. instead of 6:30 a.m. Preschool classrooms scheduled to begin at 8:45, 9:00 am, 
or 1:00 pm will start at normal times. 

f. Breakfast is not available at elementary schools. Breakfast service for secondary schools may be altered, 
please see the Food and Nutrition Services webpage for more information. 

SNOW ROUTES: 
Snow routes have been designed to avoid areas where hazardous road conditions exist.  Click here to find the 
snow routes for your specific school.  When snow routes are in effect, they will be used on both the morning and 
afternoon routes even if roads have cleared.  There may be occasions when schools start at the regular times but 
“snow routes” will be utilized. 
EMERGENCY DISMISSAL: 
If it becomes necessary to close a school during the school day and send students home early, our mass 
notification system will be used to contact families by phone and/or email. A message will also be placed on the 
District homepage and social media accounts. Because a parent/guardian may not be at home if there is an 
emergency dismissal, they must make plans for an alternate place (neighbor/relative) for their child to go. Families 
should keep their emergency contacts up-to-date and discuss this alternate plan with their children so they know 
what to do in case of an emergency closure of schools.  There will be no SPS after school daycare. 

1. If someone other than the parent will be picking up the child, parents should have already provided the 
school with the names of the individuals who are authorized to pick up the child.  Unless an approved 
person picks up the child, the child will remain at school until the announced dismissal time. 

2. It may be necessary in some situations to close schools early and hold students at school until a parent (or 
authorized person) comes to the school to pick them up.  In this case, there will be an announcement that 
students are being held at school and will not be sent home. 

Hazardous Weather Delays on Early Release Wednesdays: 
In cases of a hazardous weather delay on a scheduled Early Release Wednesday, schools will release at their 
normal early release time.   
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Shoreline Schools Transportation is Hiring! 

 
 

 

NOW HIRING AND TRAINING 
School Bus Drivers & Mobility Assistants 

APPLY ONLINE 
www.shorelineschools.org  

Human Resources (206) 393-4772 

BUS DRIVERS 
Starting pay rate: $21.55/hr  
Pay increase to $24.81/hr after sixty days of driving, and 
longevity pay at set increments  
« Permanent Positions with minimum 4 hours per 

day available 
« Full time work available 
« Substitute Driver positions also available 
« Employees are compensated minimum wage 

during driver training 

MOBILITY ASSISTANTS 
Starting pay rate: $18.45/hr 

 
This position supervises students with 

disabilities using district transportation. 
Persons in this position work in a team 

setting with a school bus driver.  

 BENEFITS INCLUDE: 
Retirement; Medical; Dental (family); 

Vision (Family); Paid Leave;  
Paid Holidays; Life Insurance 
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Neighborhood School PTA Events & Involvement 
Briarcrest 
Bingo/Karaoke Fundraiser 
Saturday, Dec. 7, 6:15 - 8:30 pm (ages 21+) 
Lake City Community Center 
Meet other Briarcrest parents at this fun, much-anticipated event. 
Skate Night 
Monday, Dec. 9, 6-8:00 pm 
Lynnwood Bowl & Skate 
 
Echo Lake 
Festival of Culture 
December 5, 6:00-7:30 pm in the Echo Lake gym. This is a free event for all of our families to enjoy 
and experience food, arts, music, dance and information from the many cultures represented at 
Echo Lake. It is a lot of fun and an annual event here at Echo Lake. 
Movie Night, Ugly Dolls  
Thursday, Dec 19. Doors open at 6 pm—movie starts at 6:30. No drop offs.   
Pizza, snacks, popcorn for sale.  Profits go towards Camp Orkila. 
First PTA meeting of 2020! 
Tuesday, January 7th   7-9pm in the Echo Lake Library.  
Skate Night @ Lynnwood Skate and Bowl 
Thursday, January.  6-8:00 pm.  Admission price $7 per person (Inline Skate Upgrade is an 
additional $3.25) 
 
Lake Forest Park 
LFP Winterfest Bazaar 
Saturday, Dec. 7, 9:30 am-4:00 pm 
Lake Forest Park Elementary School 
Mark your calendars and plan to come join us for a family friendly day! Shop local crafters, artists, 
and vendors; play free carnival games; enjoy goodies from the hot chocolate bar and bake sale; and 
more! All proceeds support PTA programs. For more information contact Jennifer at 
leashesandtails@yahoo.com. 
 
Pancake Breakfast & Book Swap 
Saturday, December 14, 9:00-11:00 am 
LFP Gym/Cafeteria 
Bring the whole family for free breakfast! Bring books you are ready to pass on to others and stock 
up on new reading material before winter break! Enjoy special stories, crafts, and time with friends! 
We hope to see everyone there! Questions? Contact president@lfppta.org. 
 
Ridgecrest 
Our next event is Family Movie Night on January 10, 6:00 pm in the Ridgecrest Gym—movie is 
TBD. Follow our Facebook page or check our website for more information. Ridgecrestpta.org 
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EASTSIDE ELEMENTARY NIGHT AT SHORECREST 
BASKETBALL 
Our eastside elementary schools are Briarcrest, Lake 
Forest Park, and Ridgecrest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SHORECREST HIP HOP PHYSICAL POETRY: MATINEE KID SPECIAL	
Shorecrest High School’s 9-Time State and 4-Time National Champion hip hop dance team brings 
the 13th Annual PHYSICAL POETRY to the Shorecrest Performing Arts Center on January 10 & 11, 
2020. The event will feature many dance companies showcasing hip hop, jazz, traditional Mexican 
dance, musical theatre, tap, modern, step, and more! K-6 students pay $10 only for 2:30PM 
Saturday Matinee! ADVANCE PURCHASE REQUIRED. USE ONLINE PROMO CODE: kids2020  
Tickets also available for Friday and Saturday evening for $18 (K-6 discount only applies for 
Saturday Matinee). 
TICKETS: physicalpoetry2020.brownpapertickets.com/ 
FB EVENT: facebook.com/events/558729268261312/ 

 
 


